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BUIIBANK MARIKB FR ED IN DEATH 0? VIET CIVILIAN 

A general oouri-ct rial board in Da Nang, Couth Vietnam, acquitted a 
E*S. marine ;«<xlao3day of .r^LPciering a Vietnamese civilian when ho and another 
marine fired their rifles from a truck, 

Tlie Associated Press reported that banco Cpl. fouglas R. fcllard, 20, of 
Burbank, Calif., was triad on a charge of premeditated murder on which lie could 
have been given a life oattbenbe if convictod. He was also acquitted on an 
assault charge. 

His companion, Tanc© Cpl. John i). fidener, 20, of Rossburg, :hio, was 
convicted in April on tnreo counts of careless disci arga of a fireamu iia 
was fined ;2U0 and reduced to the rank of private. 

Coliard was represented by Grant B. woper, Los Angeles lasyer, and 
Marine Capt. Harry Sabine of Crosenrillo, Term. 

One Killed, Two bounded 

The Viotiisraese man was killed and anotiier man and woman were wounded 
'krr» 2k as a truckload of marines passed their house cn route to a bane 
near Ga hang. 

Tlio dead man*s son, a Viet.nar.eoo ^dl3.tiOTwn, testified ho heard four or 
five allots and saw his father drop to tie floor of their house. 

He said ho looked outside and saw the truck going by with 5 or 6 Americans 
in it. They appeared to be drunk and were laughing, he said. 

Coliard, a cook, testified that ho wan in the truck but fired only ore shot and 
that it tma directed into the air. He said he did not know why he fired, lie 
also said idoner fired several shots. 

^ Tlie prosecution presented an expended bullet that isatched tie rifle allegedly 
held by Coliard at the time. The bullet was found on tie floor inside the dead 
man f B house. The prosecution contended that this was the bullet that killed the 

man. 

Inland Jones, retired ho ad of the Los ii ngulas Vollce Departments crime labora- 
tory, testified that the bullet could not possibly have entered a human body. He 
said extensive tests on tlio bullet indicated that it was fired from the rifle 
allegedly held by Coliard. But he said blood or tissue weald have rei.in.lnod on 
the bullet for years if it had hit tlio man and lie could find no trace of either. 

Tha eight-officer court took just unde- an hour to reach tlie ccq^ittal 
verd ict which orsdod the throe-day trials 

In Burbank, bollard 1 3 wife, Cindy, 19... .ran elatod when informed of her 
husband 1 s ncqi ttal. . . etc • (four paragraphs of personal coraaents by the wife 
omitted) . *' 
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